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Flying of Aircraft weighing more than 20kgs without fuel 

 

It has come to the committee’s attention that some members may not be aware that local legisla-
tion covered under the Air Navigation Order (Subsidiary Legislation 499.09) and specifically under 
article 90 which states: 
 
‘the provisions of the Order, other than articles 47 and 68, shall not apply to or in relation to: 

(a) Any balloon ....... 

(b) Any kite .... 

(c) Any other aircraft weighing not more than 20kg without fuel, provided that an aircraft weighing 

more than 7kg without its fuel shall be flown not above 400 feet above the surface and in 

accordance with the permission and any conditions set out by the Director General.’ 

 
and article 47 which governs safe flying and states: 
 
‘A person shall not recklessly or negligently cause or permit an aircraft to endanger any person or 

property.’ 

 
Article 68 relates to kites and balloons so is of no concern to model aircraft. 
 
The above conditions also form part of the permission granted to the Association and therefore fly-
ing of aircraft above 20kg without fuel cannot be allowed by the Association unless the aircraft is 
duly certificated by the Civil Aviation Directorate. 
 
The committee wishes to point out that ignorance of the law is no defence and to this effect the 
committee cannot accept any responsibility. 
 
Furthermore we wish to remind all that our 3rd party liability insurance cover automatically ex-
cludes aircraft over 20kg. Even if this was not so, it is important to point out that an insurance policy 
DOES NOT replace legislative conditions and that the Civil Aviation Directorate is to be informed of 
any aircraft being built before an application for certification is presented. 
 
The Committee 

IMPORTANT—PLEASE READ! 

More on next page……. 
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Chopper event 
 
Eight chopper enthusiasts took part in this event on Saturday 31 March under good flying conditions, although the wind 
picked up a bit after 10 am.   
 
I really appreciated the efforts of all participants, who showed excellent  sportsmanship and collaboration.  Here are the 
results and a photo of the participants and others. 
 
1st  Jesmond Azzopardi  2.00 minutes 
2nd  Jonathan Cassar  2.10 minutes 
3rd  Ramon Mallia   2.16 minutes 
4th  Tonio Debattista  2.19 minutes 
5th  Jesmond Azzopardi  2.39 minutes 
6th  Angelo Calleja  6.12 minutes +1 min penalty 
7th  Paul Miruzzi  7.14 minutes + 1 min penalty 
8th  Jason Camenzuli   Aborted 
 
 The one minute penalty was introduced in agreement with all 
participants and was given when any one of the maneuvers required 
was aborted. 
 
 In conclusion, I will propose that this event will be promoted to a 
Trophy event  and thus given more importance in our Calendar of Events. 
 
See you at Ta’ Qali 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some clarifications on the 20 Kg flying weight limit on models 
 
The committee would like to clarify the following points which may be mentioned on the subject: 
 
1.  It is true that models weighing over 20Kg have been flown during the two International Model Air Shows a couple 

of years back on our site and on the ex-Hal Far site.   The organising chairman, member Henri Portelli had then en-
sured that ALL THESE MODELS WERE CERTIFICATED BY THE BRITISH CAA AND AUTHORISED TO TAKE 
PART IN DISPLAYS. 

 
2.  One other model which may have exceeded the 20Kg has not been flown since the owner’s attention was drawn  

to the fact that he needed certification from the local authorities to be able to fly this model.  Owners of other models, 
including large choppers, should check whether their model exceeds the 20Kg limit and if so, take any action accord-
ingly. 

 
3.  The Committee, however, would like to clarify that it is not against the building and flying of large model aircraft.  

So much so, the Committee will be willing to discuss, help and guide  those members who are in the process of build-
ing these type of models. To this effect, prospective builders of these models are being encouraged to contact the 
Committee so that the necessary procedures with the Civil Aviation Directorate can be taken on hand.  

 
4. The Committee is aware that there is a considerable amount of misunderstanding on the issue and this may in fact be 

the result of the fact that the Civil Aviation Directorate does not have a clear position on the issue. 
 
 The CAD will state that model flying is unregulated, which is true up to a point. All model aircraft above 7kg and 
under 20kg is unregulated as long as they fly below 400ft. In essence models under 7kg are completely excluded so 
these in reality can be flown anywhere. This is not advisable as far as the association is concerned so it has never 
been raised. 
 
 On the other hand all aircraft above 20kg and up to 150kg although they do not require a full air worthiness certifi-
cation they still need a permit to fly, or something similar, issued by the Directorate. 
 
 Now this is where the cobwebs settle in. The CAD does not have the structure established to be in a position to 
give such permits since some form of approval/certification/checking (call it what you will) of the airframe is not at 
hand and therefore the authority finds it difficult to give such permit/s. 
 
 The above is for your guidance and as already stated above the Committee is willing to take up the issue with all 
interested members in order that we may approach the Directorate to resolve the issue on behalf of all. 
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1. OV 10 Bronco wood kit from the Palmer plans. Plans included. Fiber

 glass parts and retracts available extra. Price Euro 490.00 
2. F 4D Skyray Wood kit and plans. 70 inch wingspan. Retracts available 

 extra. Price Euro 375 
3. Pica Spitfire 88 inch WS new in box. Price Euro 385 

4. Cap 232 Fiberglass fuse and covered foam wings for G62 or similar. 

 Unbuilt. Price Euro 385. 
5. 102 inch Extra 300 c/w 3W 100 engine. Less servos. Price 1750 Euro 

6. CMP Giles 202 well used c/w OS 160 engine and servos. Price Euro 198 
7. Wren turboprop engine in perfect running order Euro 2700 

8. OS BGX 35cc engine, used, in good condition. Euro 125 
9. ASP 108 engine brand new in box. Euro 80 

 

If interested please contact Joseph Attard on MOB 99430857. Thanks 
 

Hobbyking Ventus 2.3m EPO electric glider, brand new, complete and assembled but never flown,  

with motor, esc, all servos, retract, flaps.  Add 3-cell li-po and rx to fly 

  

€ 125 

Steve Webb Models Webbit with ASP 21 and servos. Add rx battery and rx to fly. Never crashed  

and in very good condition, only 10 flights. Built from short-kit with real woodJ 

  

€ 100 

CAP 232, 60 size, airframe only.  Well flown but very good condition € 80 

Aerotech Profile B25 twin kit.  Very rare kit, no longer in production € 80 

Thunder Tiger Rare Bear electric foamy racer. Unboxed but complete kit € 50 

50 inch EPP P-51 Mustang glider with 3 servos, battery and switch. Needs covering € 60 

Zagi EPP/EPO glider with 2 servos € 30 

Hirobo Shuttle Plus helicopter. Untouched kit in box with silencer € 125 

Turbo, locally-designed Curare / Comet hybrid classic pattern plane.  Fibreglass, complete with Rossi 61 

 with tuned pipe, all servos and pneumatic retracts.  Needs re-spray as previous owner sprayed matt black 
all over. 

  

€ 275 

Gull 1800 2-channel electric glider complete with servos, motor and esc € 60 

Balsacraft FW-190 48” unbuilt kit – very very rare. Glow or electric. € 70 

Bobcat 60 pusher prop, airframe only. Could do with new covering. € 50 

Svenson ‘Starter’ glider unbuilt kit, new in box € 40 

WANTED  carburettor for Webra 40, or complete engine with good  Carburettor.  

Will consider part exchange with unbuilt kits (no artf’s) of civilian or pattern planes only. 
Contact Chris Poulton on 9942 6989 or cpoulton@maltanet.net 

 

Black Horse Ryan 

never flown 70 inch 
wingspan with Mag-

num 91 FS and ser-
vos  

Asking price 270 

euro will consider 
part exchange 

Contact Joe Filletti  
on 77942001 

Brand new unused  unbranded outrunner 
motor complete with 80A ESC  - equivalent 
to .60 size 2 stroke engine Euro 100 
Hype c/w engine/servos  Euro 200 
 
Contact F. Zammit Haber on 9947 1193 

FOR SALE 

Limbo Dancer complete with OS LA 40 en-
gine and servos—bargain at euro 100 
 
Contact Joe Briffa 79862886 

SOLD 
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 NEWSBEAT 
The Official Newsletter of the 

 Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association 

 
IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO 
 
MMAFA PO Box 22 Balzan    BZN1000 

PLEASE KEEP OUR SITE CLEAN! 

Tissues, coffee cups, plastic bottles in the garbage tins, not thrown 

around! 

   Calendar of Events 2012 

 
Saturday 14 April    Scale Meet 
Saturday 5 May     Jet Meet 
Saturday 9 June    MAJJALATA at ic-Chief 
Saturday 4 August    OFFICIAL BARBEQUE 
Saturday 15 September   John Earland Scale Trophy 
Saturday/Sunday 3/4 November  Wings Over Ta’ Qali* 
Saturday 17 November   Multiplex Aerobatic Trophy 
Saturday 8 December    Unlimited Event 
Sunday 16 December    Xmas Drinks 
 
* Subject to change 


