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NEWSBEAT 
The official publication of the Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association 

Website  http://www.mmafa.eu 
Postal Address  PO Box 22 Balzan BZN 1000 

Issue 2/2012 
February 

Agenda 
Annual General Meeting 
Friday 24 February 2012 

 
1.  Reading of minutes of previous Annual General Meeting, EGM 
 
2.  Matters Arising 
 
3.  Other matters 
 
4. Report by the Association’s treasurer 
 
5.     Presidential address 
 
6.  Motions / Statute amendments 
 
7. Election of Tellers and Auditors 
 
8. Election of new Committee 

The Annual General Meeting 
 
As previously mentioned, this will take place on FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY AT THE TOPAZ 
APARTHOTEL, BUGIBBA. 
 
The Committee will be presenting some amendments to the Statute which are purely of an 
administrative nature.  These are 
 
1. Including non-flying members (Art 5.6) 
2. Increasing AGM quorum from 20 to 30 members (Art 16) 
3. Rephrasing article 20  regarding R/C frequencies   
 
In addition, a motion to amend article 21 has been submitted by member Chris Poulton, and 
seconded by Laurence Dalmas, as follows: 
To add the following condition to article 21 
“subject to prior written approval from the Government of Malta. “ 
 
Please note that: 
 
1. No new motion can be presented during the AGM. Only motions to amend the submitted 
motions can be discussed (called counter motions) 

2. Unless there is no alternative solution to a particular situation during an AGM, motions for 



2 

 

suspension of the rules should not be presented.  
 
A copy of the Statute with these amendments is found on pages 2 to 5.  Please bring 
this Newsletter with you to the AGM.  This Newsletter includes our Standing Regula-
tions in Maltese and English for the convenience of all members. 
 
Nominations  
 
The following members have submitted a nomination for election on the committee 
for this year 
 
Mr Henri Portelli  Mr Sandro Magri  Mr Joe Briffa 
Mr Joe Filletti   Mr Frank Mercieca  Mr F. Zammit Haber 
Mr Stephen Warrington Mr George Delicata  Mr Emanuel Vella 
Mr Philip Chircop 
 

 
Statute 

Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association 

(January 2012 update) 

1. Name 

1.1 The name of the Association shall be the Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association herein after 
called the MMAFA or the Association. 

2. Definition 

2.1 The Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association is a non-profitable Association of people who as 
a hobby enjoy building and/or flying model aircraft for pleasure and for participation in competitive 
events. 

3. Aims 

3.1  The aims of the Association are to foster friendship and understanding between model air-
craft enthusiasts, young and old alike and also to promote a general interest in aviation especially the 
acquisition of a more intimate knowledge of the physics of flight, model aircraft engines, electronics 
and the operation of radio control equipment. 

4. Legal Representation 

4.1 The legal representation for the Association shall be vested upon the incumbent President. 

 

5.  Membership 

5.1 Persons over 18 years of age may join the Association as Full members.  

5.2 Persons under 18 years may join as Junior members. 

5.3  New applicants shall be seconded by two Committee members. 

5.4  The Committee has the right to refuse applications without giving reasons. 

5.5  The Committee or members may from time to time propose that Full Members be given Hon-
orary Membership.  

5.6 The categories of membership are as follows: 

- Honorary members 

- Full members 

-Junior members 

- non-flying members 

6.  Administration 

6.1 The Association shall be governed by a Committee (also called the Council) elected by its 
members every year as set out in article 9. 
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6.2  The Committee shall consist of the following: 

- A President 

- A Vice-President 

- A Secretary 

- A Treasurer 

- A Public Relations Officer 

- Two members 

 

7.  Sub-Committees 

7.1  The Committee may delegate work to sub-committees consisting of two or more full members, not neces-
sarily Committee members. 

 

8.  Independent Competitions Commission 

8.1  The Committee is to nominate an independent Commission for each competition and the members of the 
Commission cannot take part in that competition. 

 

9.  Elections  

9.1  Unless there is a vote of no confidence in the Committee, there shall be one election every year during a 
General Meeting. 

9.2  If during an election a tie between nominated members exists, a vote shall be taken to establish who is to 
sit on the Committee. 

9.3  The President shall be elected by a majority vote during elections. 

 

10.  Nominations 

10.1 No member can be nominated for election to the Committee if the said member forms part of the commit-
tee of any other modelling club. Likewise, no Committee member can seek election on the committee of any other 
modelling club. 

10.2  A member can only be nominated to sit on the Committee if he has been a Full Member for at least two 
consecutive years. 

10.3  Those members of the committee whose term of office has expired may be nominated again to serve a 
further term. 

 

11.  Complaints 

11.1 A member who has any complaint shall inform the Committee in writing, and the matter will be brought up 
during the following Committee meeting. 

11.2  When a member makes a protest to the Committee, the member has the right to be present when the 
protest is discussed at the Committee meeting. 

11.3  For disputes arising during or after competitive events, an independent Commission of three members 
acceptable to both or all parties is to be nominated by the Committee to seek a just solution. The Commission's 
decision shall be final and binding. 

 

12.   Absenteeism 

12.1  Every Committee member shall do his utmost to attend all meetings. 

12.2  A Committee member who for valid reasons cannot attend a Committee meeting must inform the Secre-
tary in advance. His apologies for absence will be recorded in the minutes book. 

12.3  A Committee member  who for invalid reasons is absent from three consecutive Committee meetings may 
be replaced by a newly elected member. 
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13.  Resignations 

13.1  If any Committee member wishes to resign, then he must submit his resignation in writing to the Presi-
dent or the Secretary. 

13.2 In the event of resignations, a new Committee member will be appointed in the order of the number of votes 
obtained in the previous election. Should not such members be available, the committee shall exercise the 
right of co-opting  a member of the association who is fully paid up and has been a member for at least 2 
consecutive years or is an honorary member.  

 

14.  Committee meetings 

14.1 These shall be held as and when required but not less than four times annually. 

14.2 The Secretary shall keep a record of the minutes of every meeting and this record shall be read by the 
Secretary for approval by the Committee at the next meeting. If the secretary is absent, another Committee 
member nominated by the members present may take his place. 

 

15. Other meetings 

15.1  An Annual General Meeting must be held every year either in January or February. At this meeting the 
Treasurer shall present his report audited by two members appointed during the previous AGM. An up-to-date 
inventory of the Association's material assets shall also be presented. 

15.2  An Extraordinary General meeting may be held at any time following a call by any member having the 
backing of at least one third of the members. 

15.3  An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called at any time by the Committee provided that the Secre-
tary or his substitute mails the notice to all members at least seven days before the meeting. 

 

16.  Quorum 

16.1  A quorum for Committee meetings shall consist of at least four members. The President or Vice-
President must be present. 

16.2  A quorum for General Meetings shall consist of 20 / 30 members including the members of the Commit-
tee. 

 

17.  Membership Fees 

17.1  Honorary members shall not pay any membership fees.  

Full members shall pay an annual fee of Euro 45 

Senior members shall pay an annual fee of Euro 30 

Junior members shall pay an annual fee of Euro 30 

Family (more than one member from the same family, like father and son) shall pay an annual fee of 
Euro 65 

Non flying members shall pay an annual fee of Euro 20. 

17.2  New members, irrespective of category, shall pay an enrolment fee of Euro20. 

17.3  Fees must be paid by the end of February. 

17.4  Fees include insurance cover for third party risks at Ta' Qali. Members not paying their fee by the end of 
February will have their membership terminated. 

17.5       The Committee reserves the right to alter these fees if the need arises after approval by a General 
Meeting. 

17.6       Only new members may be enrolled on a quarterly pro-rata basis during a current calendar year. 

 

18. Finance 

18.1  The Treasurer shall keep an up-to-date record of all income and expenditure incurred by the Associa-
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tion.  

18.2  All the expenses incurred by the Association must have the approval of the Committee. 

 

19.  Rules 

19.1  The Committee has the power to issue rules from time to time and every member must abide by these 
rules. Any rules so made must be communicated by circular to all members and every new member shall be given a 
copy by the secretary.  

19.2  Every Committee member shall have the power to stop any member from flying at Ta' Qali if the latter's ac-
tions or equipment create a hazard to other members and the public.  

19.3  The Committee is also empowered to suspend the membership of any member should circumstances so 
dictate.  

19.4  Unless so suspended, a member is entitled to insurance coverage in the event of a claim and the Commit-
tee shall afford all assistance to support the claim. 

 

ORIGINAL 

20. Operation of R/C Equipment 

20.1  No member shall be allowed to operate R/C equipment at Ta' Qali on the radio frequencies specified unless 
he is licensed to do so by the Chief Inspector of Wireless Telegraphy. 

AMENDED 

20. Operation of R/C Equipment 

20.1  Members may only operate R/C equipment at Ta' Qali on the radio frequencies specified by the Chief In-
spector of Wireless Telegraphy from time to time. 

 

21.  Limitation of use of site 

21.1  The association has the lease from the Government of Malta of the flying site at Ta' Qali. The association 
binds itself not to make use of the site for any activity other than aeromodelling.  Third parties will not be permitted to 
make use of the site for any activity whatsoever.   

The Association, however, may grant permission to the Aviation Museum Foundation to utilize the site for the occa-
sional (maximum of 14 days annually) positioning flights of its restored aircraft., subject to prior written approval from 
the Government of Malta. 

 

22.  Dissolution  

22.1  In the event of dissolution of the Association, all the property of the Association without any exception shall 
be liquidated and the proceeds distributed equally among all paid members. 

 

23.  Statute 

23.1  A copy of the statute shall be given to every member of the Association. 

23.2  For further details regarding procedures, the book "ABC of Chairmanship" by Lord Citrine shall apply. 

 

24.  Statute Amendments 

24.1  The Statute may be amended only at Annual or Extraordinary General Meetings provided that two-thirds 
majority of the members present is obtained.  

24.2  Proposed amendments are to be submitted in writing to the Secretary at least 14 days before the AGM. 

24.3  In the event that an Extraordinary Meeting is called in order to change the Statute the proposed change is 
to be submitted along with the signed request by the proposer/s and one third of the paid up members. 
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STANDING REGULATIONS AT TA’ QALI 
 

1. The Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association consists of a majority of members flying radio controlled 
fixed wing aircraft and a minority of members flying rotary wing aircraft, or helicopters.  IT IS AN ES-
TABLISHED SAFETY PRINCIPLE THAT FIXED AND ROTARY WING FLYING DO NOT MIX.  A  member 
flying helicopters must therefore utilize ONLY the FIRST 15 MINUTES OF THE HOUR AS GUIDED BY 
THE AUDIBLE ALARM ON SITE. 

 
2. Upon arrival at Ta’ Qali members should park their cars in the marked parking docks on the Club House 

side and the models and equipment should be taken on the pits area behind the railings. Members’ children 
and the public are strictly forbidden to enter the pits area. Identify yourself with fellow members and deter-
mine the pilots’ positioning according to  wind direction.   On departure, the last member to leave the flying 
site should ensure that the Club House, Toilet and the Gate are closed.  Membership proof for the current 
year and a valid R/C licence (if applicable) must be shown to any Committee  member on demand. 

 
3. Before commencing flying every member utilizing the 35 and 41 Mhz band must pick up his frequency tag 

from the frequency Board.  Members caught flying on these frequencies without a frequency tag will be pe-
nalized.  Only internationally approved spot frequencies are allowed—these are the 35Mhz, the 41 Mhz 
band and the recently introduced.2.4 Ghz band.   Beginners  are to note that they can only occupy the 
Channels numbers 81 to 90 on the 35 Mhz band.  Beginners will not be permitted to fly on their own before 
their competence is determined by a Committee member. 

 
       Beginners may consequently request that the Committee allow them to use a different channel once they 

have acquired total flying skills.  The Committee will consider this request and after ensuring that the 
member is sufficiently proficient, allocate another channel for their use.  Any Frequency allocation, how-
ever, remains at the sole discretion of the Committee. 

 
4. If the frequency tag is in use, await your turn until the corresponding transmitter is  switched off and the tag 

returned.  Each flying session must not exceed 20 minutes.  It is strongly recommended that the principle of 
impounding transmitter between flyers using the same frequency is adopted.  Transmitter antennae must be 
retracted (where applicable) while in the pits and while taxiing out.   FOR SAFETY’S SAKE, NO MORE 
THAN SIX FLIERS MUST BE FLYING AT ANY ONE TIME. 

 
5. Flyers are to coordinate their flying and group together in the predetermined spot, and within the  marked  

yellow lines.    Call your landings and take-offs.  Clear the runway as quickly as possible after landing.  
Avoid crossing the runway unless absolutely necessary.   Avoid flying low over transmitters whatever the 
frequency.  Flying over the pits and spectator areas is strictly forbidden.     

 
6. All flyers are to land immediately if a full size helicopter or microlight aircraft is seen approaching the area.    

Actual flying should be restricted to a radius of approximately 500 feet from the centre of the flying area and 
400 feet altitude.  Avoid flying over any building within the area mentioned. 

 
7. Running in of engines is to be performed away from the pits and flyers in the designated area.  Effective 

silencers are compulsory on site.  A maximum level of 85 dB at 7 metres is being imposed on all days of the 
week.   No flying or starting of engines must take place before 0830 hours and not later than sundown on 
any day of the week.   

 
8 JET TURBINES AND ENGINES ABOVE 30CCS MUST NOT BE OPERATED (START OR SHUTDOWN) 

IN THE PIT AREA. 
 
9. The committee reserves the right to suspend any member of the Association should his actions or flying 

constitute a hazard to other members and the public. 
 
10. Mobile phones must not be operated on the runway as they have been reported as causing interference to 

modern computerized transmitters. 
 
11. Flyers teaching their sons/daughters to fly may use their own frequency until total proficiency is attained by 

the pupil in accordance with clause 5.  Responsibility in such cases falls on the parent. 
 
12. Keep in mind that the main objective of the Association is for recreational and educational pur-

poses.  Every effort should be made not to spoil other members’ enjoyment by dangerous flying or 
in an unpleasant way. 

 
13. Do not show off—fly safely! 
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REGOLAMENTI  KURRENTI  F’TA’ QALI 

 

1.    Il-ma[[oranza kbira tal-membri tal Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association itajjru mudelli ‘fixed wing’ u minoranza jtajjru 

‘helicopters’.  Huwa prin`ipju stabbilit []al ra[unijiet ta’ sigurta’ li dawn i\-\ew[ tipi ta’ mudelli ma’ jist[]ux jittajjru flimkien.       

Membru li jtajjar ‘helicopters’, []alek, jista ju\a biss l-ewwel ]mistax il-minuta ta’ kull sie[]a kif iggwidat mill-]oss ta’ sirena li 

ta]dem b’mod awtomatiku. 

 

2.   Meta jaslu Ta’ Qali, membri  ghandhom jipparkjaw il-karozzi fil-postijiet immarkati []al dan il-[]an in-na]a tal– Clubhouse u 

l-mudelli u apparat ie]or irid jittie]ed fil-’pit area’ wara l-]adid. Tfal u l-pubbliku ma’jist[]ux jid]lu fil-’pit area’.  Membri []

andhom ja[]mlu kuntatt ma’ membri o]ra u ji[i miftiehem liema na]a tar-runway []andhom joqo[]du l-piloti waqt it-titjir skond 

id-direzzjoni tar-ri].  Fi tmiem it-titjir, l-a]]ar membru li jitlaq minn fuq is-site []andu jara li xi dwal ikunu mitfija u l-clubhouse, 

it-toilet u l-grada jkunu ma[]luqin.        Prova ta’ ‘membership’ tas-sena kurrenti          []andha ti[i murija lil kull membru tal-

kumitat jekk ikun hemm b\onn. 

 

3.  Qabel ma’ jibda jtajjar, membru li ju\a l-frekwenzi fuq it-35Mhz u 41Mhz irid ji[bor it-’tag’ tal-frekwenza tie[]u minn fuq il-

’Frequency Board’ u jirritorna meta jlesti mit-titjira tie[]u.  Membri li jinqabdu jtajjru min[]ajr ma’ ji[bru t-‘tag’ ji[u ddixiplinati 

severament.  Il-frekwenzi u\ati huma dawk approvati internazzjonalment, ji[ifieri 35Mhz u 41 Mhz u t-2.4Ghz.  Membri [odda li 

ma’ jkunux jafu jtajjru iridu ju\aw channels 81 sa 90 fuq it-35Mhz.  Dawn ma’ jist[]ux itajjru we]idhom qabel ma’ ji[u ``ertikati 

kompetenti minn membru tal-Kumitat.  Dawn il-membri jist[]u jitolbu l-Kumitat li juzaw frekwenza o]ra meta l-Kumitat 

jidde`iedi li huma piloti kompetenti bi\\ejjed.  Kull frekwenza, i\da trid ti[i allokata mill-Kumitat. 

 

4.  Jekk it’tag’ tal-frekwenza tkun qed tintu\a, stenna sakemm tispi``a t-titjira, jintefa t-transmitter u tirritorna t-’tag’.  KULL 

SEZZJONI TA’ TITJIR M’{}ANDIIEX TAQBES L-{}OXRIN MINUTA.  Huwa rrokkomandat li l-prin`ipju ta’ “impounding’ 

ta’ transmitters fuq l-istess frekwenza ji[I addottat.  L-aerials tat-transmitters []andhom jibqghu maghluqa (fejn hu applikabbli) fil

-pit area u waqt it-taxiing.  GHAL SKOPIJIET TA’ }ARSIEN U SIGURTA’ MHUX I|JED MINN SITT 

‘FLIERS’ {HANDHOM JKUNU JTAJJRU FLIMKIEN 

 

5.  Membri li jkunu jtajjru []andhom joqo[]du fil-post  flimkien skond id-direzzjoni tar-ri], u l-[ewwa mill-linji sofor.  Membri 

[]andhom j[]ajjtu li se ja[]mlu ‘landings’ u ‘take offs’, u []andhom iwarrbu min fuq ir-runway wara li jin\lu.  Membri []

andhom jevitaw li jaqsmu r-runway bla b\onn, m’[]andhomx jittjru baxx fuq transmitters o]ra, u ta]t l-ebda `irkostanza m’[]

andu jsir titjir fuq il-pits. 

 

6. Membri []andhom iwaqqfu t-titjir immedjatament jekk helicopter jew ajruplan full size jidher qed jersaq lejn is-sit.  Titjir []

andu jkun restritt  []al xi 500 pied minn-nofs tar-runway u 400pied gholi.  {]andu ji[I evitat kull titjir fuq kwalunkwe tip ta’ bini 

fil-qrib. 

 

7. ‘Running in’ ta’ magni []andu jsir barra mill-pit area fil-post indikat.  “Silencers effi`jenti []andhom dejjem jintu\aw. Il-livell 

ta’ ]sejjes m’[]andux jaqbez 85dB f’distanza ta’ 7 metri.  Titjir ta’ mudelli b’magni tat-tip “combustion m’[]andux isir qabel it-

8.30 ta’ fil[]odu u  wara n\ul ix-xemx f’kull [urnata tal-[imgha. 

 

8.  Turbini u magni b’kapacita’ i\jed minn 30cc m’[]andhomx ji[u m]addma fil-pits 

 

9.  Il-kumitat jirriserva d-dritt li jissospendi membru ta’ l-Asso`jazzjoni milli ju\a s-sit jekk l-a[ir tie[]u jew il-mod ta’ titjir tie[]u 

ikun qie[]ed jo]loq periklu lill-membri o]ra jew lill-pubbliku. 

 

10.  Telefoni `ellulari m’[]andhomx ji[u m]addma fuq ir-runway []ax huwa mifhum li jist[]u jo]olqu interferenza ma’ transmit-

ters moderni. 

 

11. Membri li jkunu qe[]din j[]allmu t-tfal ta[]hom itajjru jist[]u ju\aw l-istess frekwenza ta[]hom sakemm it-tifel jit[]allem 

sewwa skond klawsola 3.  Ir-reponsabbilta’ f’dawn il-ka\i taqa’ fuq il-[enitur. 

 

12. Kull membru []andu j\omm f’mo]]u li l-iskop prin`ipali ta’ l-Asso`jazzjoni huwa wie]ed rekreazzjonali u edukattiv, u []

alhekk []andu jsir kull sforz biex ma’ ji[ix imxekkel il-pja`ir ta’ membri o]ra b’titjir perikoluz jew b’mod li mhux 

a``ettabbli. 

 

13.  Titjir []andu jsir b’sens ta’ harsien is-sa]]a u bla ksu]at! 
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 NEWSBEAT 
The Official Newsletter of the 

 Malta Model Aircraft Flying Association 

 
IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO 
 
MMAFA PO Box 22 Balzan    BZN1000 

PLEASE KEEP OUR SITE CLEAN! 

Tissues, coffee cups, plastic bottles in the garbage tins, not thrown 

around! 

PLEASE SETTLE YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE 
Fees €45 adult, Juniors €30, €65 family, Senior members €30,  

Non-flying members €20 
NOTE: Only paid up members can vote during the Annual General Meeting 

 
THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOU WILL RECEIVE IF YOU FAIL TO 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY AT THE  

TOPAZ APARTHOTEL, BUGIBBA 
STARTING AT 6PM 


